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We Exist to Unite Every One with the Life Giving Power of Jesus!

Mark your calendar
Feb 1 Red Cross Blood Drive
Feb 2 Feast @ 1st
Feb 5 Prayer Team Re-Launch–
2 Sessions
Feb 10 Begins 9 Weeks Financial Peace University
Feb 12 God’s Gals
Feb 13 Fireside Chat
Feb 14 Valentines Day
Feb 17 Fireside Chat
Feb 18 Office Closed-Presidents Day
Feb 21Red Cross Blood Drive
Feb 23-26 General Conference
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim-BELIEVE IT OR NOT…
Easter is not that far away. Let’s PREPARE! I’ve been praying, asking God to let me know how it is
I need to increase my devotion to living His way. I have a tradition of practicing
self-denial during Lent leading up to Easter. The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday March 6th.
Self-denial isn’t merely “giving up something for Lent”, but rather “denying myself of something, to
replace it with focused attention on my soul and my relationship with God.” Some Christians like to
practice ADDING a spiritual discipline during Lent. That’s great too. Pray about how God is leading
YOU to grow your soul.
In past years I’ve felt led to deny myself chocolate, soda, French fries, sweets, desserts. As you
can tell by my list, the sin of gluttony is a problem for me. Denying myself these food items is
difficult for me. I always WANT MORE! So, when my body is demanding that I “give me what I
want!”, I’m learning to use that as a chance to let my body know that it has to get in line BEHIND
my soul. My soul is what I need to nurture the most. When I feel that I want chocolate, I’m
learning to pray instead, saying, “Lord, I want my soul to want connection with you, and I want it
to be a stronger pull than chocolate.” And actually, over the years, self-denial is becoming less of
a negative and much more of a positive! I am not dreading the self-denial, but looking forward to
it. That wasn’t the case in most of my first 15 years at this. I’m starting to pray now about what
God is revealing to me. I’d be very interested to hear about your self-denial during Lent, and how
your soul is affected. - Rev. Jim

Fireside Chats
Please make plans to come to one or both of our Fireside Chats. These are gatherings in which we
can cast vision AND hear from our people. They provide a GREAT atmosphere in which to express
our excitement for the way God's Spirit moves in and through our church. Fireside Chats are a
WONDERFUL way to ask questions about our church, to ask why, to gain understanding on who we
are and what we do.
We are offering 2 times:
Wednesday, February 13th, 1:30-2:30pm.
Sunday, February 17th, 1:30-2:30pm
Very light refreshments will be served.

Our Stewardship of Giving
THANK YOU for your commitment to God, and for showing it by giving to God through Pekin First
UMC. We ended the year 2018 with a slight cushion*. However, the severe weather has caused
our first 3 weeks of attendance and giving to be historically low, and so our cushion is already
gone. If you haven’t been able to be at worship recently, would you prayerfully consider giving
to God through your church as an act of worship – even though you weren’t able to be here to
place it in the plate? Thank you for considering.
*Director of Business Operations Marilyn Everett has compiled the year-end financial reports.
They are available upon request. Call us at 347-3155.
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Family Faith Foundations: Fasting
Starting January 8, I embarked on a journey called
Feasting on the Word of the Lord. Alongside the
gained time spent in Scripture and prayer, I am
fasting from sugar. I love sugar. What I have found
about my relationship with sugar is no matter how
much I have, it is never enough. In the film The
Greatest Showman is a fantastic song called, Never
Enough. It speaks specifically of fame, but for me it
relates more to the accumulation mindset I am so
often troubled by in my humanity. This image kicked
off the fast and reminds me daily of the ways God can
see into my soul and knows me far better than I know
myself. I tend to focus on the now when it comes to sugar. As in, I want some NOW.
However, I rarely consider the impact it will have on my body, my mood, my
behavior, and my ability to fulfill the roles to which I have been called.
If I am honest, my over ingestion of sugar leads to mood swings, impatience,
gluttony, laziness, and a whole host of other things I would rather not deal with in my
everyday life.
Learning how to live “in the way everlasting” requires a lot of faith in the ways Jesus
can sustain me rather than expecting food to do the job. Food is very temporary.
What is taking the place of sugar, and ultimately Jesus, in your life? In your family?
In your home?
Maybe phones are the go to for everyone to check out and ignore each other.
Perhaps it is Netflix binges. Shopping. The possibilities are endless but the result is
the same. We give up a lot and we gain nothing. In the moment, we may experience
temporary satisfaction, but in the end we are still hungry, needy, wanting more.
Jesus truly is the ONLY thing that will satisfy. Believing this is so challenging and so
life-changing. Transformation starts to take serious root when we stop turning to all
our quick fixes and turn to Jesus instead. I highly recommend starting a fast for
February. We will be fasting during Lent, which is awesome, but don’t wait to get
something out of the room to make more SPACE for Jesus.
I’m praying for you.
Pastor Heather
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Building Committee
Our Building Committee has been meeting
periodically with BLDD Architectural firm, for
the purpose of discerning a Master Plan for our
church.
We have been working on the facilities aspects
of the 5 visions which came from God through
the church family in our series of Town Hall
meetings and the work of the Vision Study
Committee. We are glad to be called to be a
part of this exciting season of our church’s life,
to look into the future, to ask God how He
wants to lead His church forward!

PRAYERS FOR GENERAL
CONFERENCE
February 23-26, a special General
Conference is being held in St. Louis, for the
purpose of the world-wide United Methodist
Church seeking the inspiration of God’s Spirit
for our denomination to become unified in our
understanding of grace, scripture, forgiveness,
redemption, evangelism, and theology.
Elected delegates from around the world will
be discussing matters of human sexuality.
There are 3 main documents being put
forward, with dozens of others.

As you read this, we will be meeting with the
architects to view the 3D conceptual drawings
which will have emerged after much prayer,
many meetings, including meeting with church
members and leaders, and many adjustments.
Ask us questions you may have about Pekin
First UMC moving forward!
Lindsay Bushong (Chair), Barb Cullen, Carrie
Cummings, Ralph Heston, Betty Woolard, Nathan Bushong, Marilyn Everett, Rev. Jim.

Pastor Heather’s Seminary Space
I love sharing this journey with all of you. Especially this semester, as I get prepared to take a
course on the book of John. My church family knows what a joy this will be for me! All of my
courses are online this semester. I will be taking my first bible elective on John, Person in
Community (which will prepare me for Pastoral Care and Counseling), United Methodist History
(so interesting in the wake of General Conference), and continuing my Field Education work. This
sounds like a lot but actually equates to seven semester hours and one required experience.
All aspects are required in some way and helping me to grow into the pastor God created me to
be. I have so much to learn and I see the semester ahead as one where I will grow leaps and
bounds.
I received my grades for the fall and I earned As in both my classes. This last semester I learned
more than ever that my knowledge cannot be graded. The amount I learned and changed in my
perspectives with regard to who Jesus is and what it means for the world was exponential. It
cannot be quantified in a grade. Thanks be to God! Thanks be to all of you as you support me on
this road!
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Snack Pack Ministry

Upcoming Packing Dates:

Softball Sign-Ups
In February??? Yep. If you are interested, please call us
at 347-3155 and we’ll get you fixed up. We’ll again
have two teams in the summer church league. Are you
interested? Then you can play. Have a son, daughter,
dad, mom, neighbor who likes to play? INVITE THEM.
Watch for details.

February 24, 2019 After 2nd Service.

God’s Gals

Marigold Weekend:

Our next God’s Gals meeting will be
held Tues, Feb 12 at 6 pm in the
Chapel. Our speaker will be William
Toel about refugees in Germany and
the current immigration crisis. Please
join us for great fellowship. Many
thanks to all who contributed to the
success of the CWUnited meeting.

Escape the winter cold as
we plan for another inviting and successful Marigold
Weekend on March 31 at noon. Every One is invited
to join the fun of planning for our biggest community
event of the year as we welcome over a thousand
people through our parking lot and in other ways.

Welcoming First Responders:
We will be once again welcoming First Responders in worship the
weekend of March 16 and 17. Please be thinking about friends,
relatives, neighbors and others who are first responders whom you
can invite to worship that weekend so we can express our
appreciation and hold them in our prayers.
Watch for more information from the Evangelism Committee.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY – Sign up now!
If you are tired of too much month at the end of the money. If credit card debt is saddling you. If
you need investment savvy. If you are wondering where the money goes. Then Financial Peace University
is for you.
Sign up now for this 9 class seminar. Sundays, 6-7:30pm, beginning February 10th. Child care
provided. Cost is $109, but the value you’ll receive almost immediately goes far beyond the cost of the
class. If $109 is too steep, our Finance Committee is so convinced of the power of this class to change
your life, that we are offering $50- scholarships.
Here is the link. http://www.fpu.com/1078811 Then click on “buy now”. Sign up is easy.
Or, call Rev. Jim at 347-3155 to sign up! No need to wait. This will change your life.
Personal witness from Rev. Jim: “Lisa and I took the Financial Peace University classes about 12
years ago. We were in our 40’s. We SOOOOOOO wished we had taken the class in our 20’s. Still, the
concepts and practices of FPU have changed our lives. We are still utilizing habits and philosophies we
learned way back then. I can’t say enough positive about how great this class is. If I had the authority,
I’d require all our church people to take the class. But I don’t and I’m glad. This way, people will sign up
because they desire to do so, and that’s so much better than being told. Still… I wish there was a way to
get everyone to take this class. It’s THAT GOOD!”
facebook.com/PekinFirst/
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FREE Meal
Everyone Welcome
at

“Feast at First”

Blood Drive
Pekin First United
Methodist Church
-Dining RoomFebruary 1st & 21st
1:00-6:00pm

ROCKids
If being with children puts a spark in your
eye and a warmth in your soul; if you
have a desire to love extravagantly and
give generously, then come be a part of
ROCKids on Saturdays at noon at the
Community Building at Pekin Housing
Authority. For more information call the
church office 309.347.3155.

High school Youth
Thank you for all of your support and donations.
We were able to make over 20 blessing bags. Due
to the weather, we have a slight change of plans.
We will be distributing them in the Pekin and
Peoria areas.

February 2nd
Serving 11:00-12:30
(First Saturday of the Month)
First United Methodist Church

Dining Room

Prayer Team Re-Launch,
Join Pastor Heather as we get ready to
launch our prayer team for 2019! We
will meet on February 5th at 10:30 am
or 5:30 pm to brainstorm. We will
meet in the chapel!!

HAVE YOU SEEN IT?

A 32 foot extension ladder that seems
to be missing. It may have been
borrowed and not returned.
The trustees would appreciate info on
its whereabouts and its return.
Please contact the church office
@ 309.347.3155.
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Building for the Future Capital Campaign
We hope everyone received the recent letter detailing where we are in the campaign*. To
summarize, we are nearly 8 months into a 2 year campaign to raise $500,000, mainly to replace,
fix, update, and maintain our current facilities. To date over $257,000 has been pledged, and
we’ve received right at $190,000. We’ve already replaced the roof and the boiler. We are
working on refurbishing Whitfield Hall. We are working with an architect to develop our Strategic
Future plan.
*If you did not receive the letter, please call us at 347-3155 and we’ll send one right away.
Our next two major emphases are to replace the sanctuary air conditioner and to address the
crumbling of our parking lot.

Someone asked the question, “Why would we spend money on an architect when we first have to
fix what we have?” Well, first there is good news on that front! We estimated that entering into
an agreement with an expert to help us come up with a Master Plan (Strategic Plan, Future
Plan…) would cost around $30,000. We are blessed to have entered into a contract with BLDD
Architects for $20,000. Thank you Lord!
Secondly, we believe it is very wise to make a long term plan. Having a long term plan will help
us be systematic with future building needs, parking lot adjustments, staffing needs, ministry
resource needs, etc. Having a long term plan will help us be smart about the money we
spend in the short term. For example: After at least 5 congregational information meetings,
and months of researching and fact finding by our Vision Study Committee, we determined that
God was calling us forward in 5 visions: 1) Common Entryway; 2) Develop Leaders; 3) MultiPurpose Room; 4) take care of what we have; 5) significantly enhance our music facilities.
We believe that with the new roof, the new boiler, refurbishing Whitfield Hall, plans for a new
Sanctuary Air Conditioner, and several other smaller projects, we are KNOCKING THE BALL OUT
OF THE PARK on Vision #4! We also believe that having a long term plan will help us be smart
about resurfacing and remodeling our parking lot, will help us know how and where to add Music
Facilities, will help us know how and where to include a Multi-purpose room. We can’t imagine
moving forward in these things without the Master Plan. If we didn’t have a Master Plan, we
might pay lots of money for a parking lot, then tear out a portion of it for Music Facilities or
Multi-Purpose room. If we didn’t have a master plan, we might put up a great inspiring common
entryway, only to remove a portion of it to make room for Music Facilities or Multi-Purpose room.
In short we believe the contract arrangement with BLDD Architects is money very well spent and will
serve us extremely well for the next 15-20 years.

facebook.com/PekinFirst/
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NEWS FROM CUNNINGHAM:
Hallelujah, the kids are using the new Education & Recreation Center!! Pictures
of the moving in and rejoicing are available from Linda Danz. Because of your
generous hearts, a Cunningham student is “LIVING THE DREAM.” An 18-yr old girl,
a high school senior, living in the Transitional Program wrote an essay as part of the
Martin Luther King Scholarship application. She won $1,000 a year for 4 years to
attend college. Her essay was awarded for “demonstrating leadership, serving
humanity, working for justice, and excelling academically.” Ariena wrote, “I
demonstrate these characteristics through organizations, clubs, and activities
in my school and community as a way to help others and make a profound
change.”
Three years ago Ariena came to Cunningham realizing she would never be able to
return to her biological mother. She had been in the State’s care for 7 years.
She says Cunningham met "her hopes and dreams with nothing but support and
determination to see me succeed.” She is taking college level courses already,
has a part-time job and leads a student group interested in pursuing medical
careers.
Thanks to people like you who are supporting Cunningham, Ariena’s future is
bright. Through her experiences, excelling educationally has become a personal
goal for her, and thanks to YOU, she is accomplishing that goal!! PRAISE GOD!

facebook.com/PekinFirst/
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Prayer List
Please pray for the following persons:
Denise Adam Biagini
Linda & Gregg
Emily Damarin
Jim Donahue
Tina Jennings
Audrey Miles
Nancy King
Josh & Ashlie & family
Yvette
Tylor M. & family
Sharon & Rich Hetherington
Donna Svendsen
Dana S & family
Scott K.
Joy R
Evelyn Wyatt
Rick Fisher
Melissa Ostrom
Rhiannan, Cody, and
McKennah
Logan, Wyatt & family
Ashley
Kevin & Karla N.
Gregg
G.B. & D.B. & Family
Shaun O.
San Ying Bi
Travis T
Frank Westerfield
Ronda Addison
Dr. Doug Harrington
Helen & Family
*Sandy Surrel
Family of Jane Barnes
Family of Judy Alcorn

Family of John G.
*Family of Lou Bostick
*Family of Gretchen Sidell
* All affected by the government shutdown
*Jerry, Carol, and Troy
*Marion Davey
*Lyle Thomas
*Barb R
*Warner
*FCI Staff
*James
*Marie
*TNae
*Carol, Connie, Joan, and Iris
*A lady Grieving the loss of a family member
*Rick
*Steve
*Lilly
*Tonya
*Lori, Leslie, Dylan, Carl and Cheryl Voight
* Jennifer Berg

Military:
Brad Baerwalch
Brandon Gebhardt
Boyd Harmon
Kevin Lawler
Matthew
Nate Welch
* indicates new to the list

Please call the church office, 347-3155, to add or
Remove a name from this list. Thank you.

This list was recently updated.
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February Birthdays:
1 Bayley Sours
2 Margaret Edele
Joye Rinkenberger
Michael Rittenhouse
3 Kay Appell
Karen Rees
Sherri Wright
4 Kaleb Davis
Kevin Graham
Barbara Harmon
5 Marilyn Everett
Conrad Ozog
Jenna Rittenhouse
6 Amy Baughman
Gina Stalker
Megan Stout
7 Greg Hasler
8 Amanda Hubbart
Kathy Simpson
9 Molly Cottrell
Linda Hay
Paul Heine
10 Brittney Webb
Terry Wrigley
11 Racheal Collins
Marilyn Orrick
Vickie Ridle
Kyle Schimmelpfenning
Barbara Tibbetts
12 Birginia Burdett
Duane Metzler
Megan Nelson
13 Carol LeMasters
14 Kay Curtis
Zachary Downey
Victoria Hartman
15 Jason Deverman
Samantha Goodin
Josh Robertson

16 Kara Bushong
Zachary Culp
Brandon DuPage
Anna Umholtz
17 Shonna Beuscher
Randolf Walker
18 Mary Conkling
Jaden Janssen-Michael
Pat Swearingen
19 Emma Clark
James Clayberg
Erin Deputy
21 Alissa Baxter
Tate McGinnis
Lloyd Orrick
22 Benjamin Appell
George Meese III
23 Elizabeth Hay
Mike McDonald
24 Robert Hancock
Pamela Herchenroder
Judie MacDonald
25 Eileen Doyle
Rachel Murphy
26 Terry Bolen
Blaez Jibben
Denise Lowman
Margaret Lowman
Scott Metzler
28 Melissa Clemons
Donna Svendsen
29 Paul Cottrell
Jamie Hogue

