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We Exist to Unite Every One with the Life Giving Power of Jesus!

May Message Series: Life ON PURPOSE!
New Life for the Disillusioned, Frustrated, and Confused
May 4/5

Accepting leadership and authority Ezekiel 34

May 11/12 Hope when things look bleak at best Ezekiel 36
May 18/19 Vision I - The impossible is in fact, possible Ezekiel 37
May 25/26

Vision II – A glimpse into the future

Mark your calendar
May 4 Morton Evangelism Training
May 4 Feast @1st
May 11 Evangelism Training
May 11 How Can I be Someone?
May 16 Outreach Committee
May 6 & 16 Red Cross Blood Drive
May 18 God’s Gals Attic Treasures
May 18 Graduation Weekend

facebook.com/PekinFirst/

Ezekiel 47
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Pastor Article:
Wind in the sails! On Easter weekend, I felt led to challenge us going
forward. I offered that within the next 5 years, we’ll have seen at least 100 people
stand at the altar and profess Jesus as their Lord and Savior. I’m not sure the
figure of 100 is all that bold, but in the last 5 years, not including Confirmation, we’ve
seen less than 15 people make a first time profession of faith. So, 100 is a place to
start!
My soul was so lifted when at the end of worship, a young man eagerly came
up to me and said, “Pastor Jim, I’m going to be the first one!” WOW! Turns out,
he has felt God’s encouragement to get back in relationship, he came with a family
on Easter, and something in the message “caught hold.” So, moments later, he
knelt with Pastor Judy and professed his faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We are on the way! And THAT is what our church needs to be all about. All the
missions, all the ministries, all the building work, any new building, all the
maintenance, all the staff meetings, all the small groups…. All aimed at UNITING
EVERY ONE WITH THE LIFE-GIVING POWER OF JESUS! We celebrate this
man’s profession of faith, and we look forward to being in fellowship with him as the
Body of Christ. I pray that we’ll have AT LEAST 99 more of these celebrations in
the days and years ahead.
Who are YOU praying for, to come to a place in life at which they say “YES” to
Jesus as Lord of life? I believe God is calling all of us to listen for who we are to be
praying for; because prayer leads to action; and prayer unleashes the movement of
God’s Holy Spirit; and the Holy Spirit is DIRECTLY influencing people. WHO
WOULDN’T WANT TO BE A PART OF THAT?!
Your Servant in Christ, Jim
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Family Faith Foundations: Family Vision
Our church family is embarking on a journey of getting unstuck in the very near future. I am so
excited as I pray and dream about what God has planned for us as we live into our purpose:
We exist to unite every one with the life-giving power of Jesus.
Penning a purpose statement is not a one meeting kind of experience. The amount of prayer and
time spent reflecting upon and considering the possibilities of what God specifically designed for
Pekin First to be and do in this time and space was a time-intensive experience. I would not trade it
for anything but in the middle it felt like we may never come to the words, to the purpose.
Does your family have a purpose statement? Space to share common values and how to carry those
out? Plans to fulfill?
Here are some ways to get started (just in case you don’t already have this in place...I know we
don’t!):
Start with a Summer 2019 Purpose Statement- success with short term goals can give us just the
energy we need to go the distance. Some possibilities could be: we exist to dance every day this
summer, we exist to laugh 10 times every single day, we exist to pray to start the day about what
God wants us to do each day, or we exist to love every neighbor on our street in creative ways each
month of this summer.
After summer, celebrate how your purpose changed the story God wrote for your family this summer
and allowed you to actively participate in a new way of seeing the world around you.
In the fall, come up with a Rest of 2019 Purpose Statement. By Christmas, you will be so practiced at
purpose, you can lay out a vision for 2020 (see what I did there!) about why your family exists right
here and now that will absolutely change your lives.
God loves us so much. God wants to see us live abundant lives, and God wants it to start in our
families. We have the most access and the most impact on the people closest to us.
Our family exists to....
How will God lead you to finish this statement?
I am praying for all of you!
Pastor Heather

Pekin 1st Kids News
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What a great parents day off! The kids made over 400 cookies from scratch
(300 for the college kids and the rest for us), played games, went the Grace UMC to
play in the gym, and just had a good time!

Kindergarten Art...
When you ask a Kindergartener
to draw a picture of the Worship
Service.

"Pekin First Kids are taking a
break for the summer" The last
Wednesday evening for the kids
will be May 15th.
Please watch for updates on
Facebook, there will be special
popup events throughout the
Summer, and details for when we
will resume in the fall!

Looking Forward to JUNE

More information on page 5.
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We are excited to announce the first of three VBS alternative events being held at
Pekin First UMC this summer:
June 8th - Love Without Borders
1:00pm – 6:30pm
Pekin First UMC – 1315 Court St.
This is our missions-focused event. We will spend the day learning how we are called to
love all of God’s creations. We will get to experience the joy it feels to spread God’s love to
others and see how big of an impact just 1 person can make. There will be lessons, on and
offsite activities, dinner at 4:15, and family worship to close the event from 5:30-6:30! Come
with your hearts open, your minds ready to learn, and your hands ready to work!
This is a family focused event and thus an adult over the age of 18 is required to attend
with the children from your family. If an adult is unable to attend with your child/ren please
contact Kara Bushong at 309-347-3155 or email at kbushong@pekinfirst.org and we will
work on trying to place your child with an adult that is willing to care for additional children
that day.
Cost: $5 per person with scholarships available as needed

Please register by Sunday May 26th to be guaranteed a shirt!
Link can be found on Facebook at Pekin First Kids or at www.pekinfirst.org.
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Pekin YOUTH
Breakthrough Car Wash
We will be having our annual car wash on
5/19/19 from 12-2.
WASH THE WINTER DIRT AWAY!!!
Everyone is invited to have their car washed by the Breakthrough kids for any sized donation.
Money raised will support Breakthrough’s summer retreats as we continue to seek to break
through into who God created us to be.

Breakthrough Youth Group

High school Group:

Group will meet on the

We continue to meet on Wednesday nights at
7:00pm. During this past month the youth
have donated about 20 Blessing Bags to the
local Salvation Army shelter.

following dates in May:
5/5/19 from 6:00-7:30PM
5/19/19– Car wash from 11:30-2:00

Confirmation for
Gabrielle Lynn Gonzalez
Welcome Gabrielle Lynn Gonzalez to the Pekin First Church Family.
Gabrielle was confirmed on April 7, 2019. God has great plans for her and we look
forward to being part of her spiritual journey.

facebook.com/PekinFirst/
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“Evangelism for Non-Evangelists” May 4, 2019 Morton UMC, 9am-3pm
Ever thought, “I’m no good at Evangelism (sharing my faith)”. Ever thought,
“Evangelism is for other people, not me.” Ever thought, “I don’t know enough to
share my faith with anyone.” ???? WE ARE SOOOOOOO EXCITED TO BRING
DR. MARK TEASDALE TO OUR DISTRICT. He is Pastor Heather’s Seminary
professor and she is extremely happy that he is coming to our District. We hope
YOU will WANT to be a part of this learning time. Jesus calls ALL of His
Disciples to make disciples. If you have ever had the thoughts shared above,
then a further question is…. “Why have you not done anything about it?” Now is the time to
begin. This is a GREAT opportunity to start at ground zero! Let us know you are interested.

Building for the Future
Over 135 families have participated in either pledging or giving to our Building for the Future Campaign. Over
$250,000 was pledged, AND now, we’ve received a $50,000 gift. (not previously pledged). So we can
announce that we have now gone over the $300,000 mark in gifts and pledges!
The reason we are offering our Building for the Future Capital Campaign, is to fulfill 1 of the 5 visions that
came from the Town Hall meetings of a couple of years ago. We asked YOU, the church family, to prayerfully
consider what you believed God was calling Pekin First UMC to be and do as we move into the future. 1 of
the visions which bubbled up was to “take care of the facilities God has given us.” We believe we are doing
exactly that with the Building for the Future Campaign!
So far, we’ve…
-put on a new roof
-installed a new boiler
-renovated Whitfield Hall
-nearly completed Master Planning with architect
-fixed or replaced a myriad of small items
A few years ago, many believed this would not have been possible. We say…. “WOW! Look what the
Lord has accomplished. And we are thankful.”

How Can I Be Someone Who Unites Every ONE with the Lifegiving Power of Jesus?
Join us Saturday, May 11 from 9:30-11:30 am in Whitfield Hall for an
imagination workshop to learn new ways to share the good news. This
will be a focused opportunity to develop skills for connecting with
friends and family in everyday life while sharing your own faith story.
Imagine the possibilities!
Please RSVP by calling the office at 309.347.3155 or emailing info@pekinfirst.org
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BUILDING COMMITTEE

Unstuck Church

We are continuing to refine our Master Plan.
We are currently working on “tweaking”
several aspects of the latest draft. We’ve
been working on providing for children and
youth areas, new bathrooms, chapel space,
reconfiguring offices, and much more! We
hope that in the very near future we’ll be able
to announce days and times to gather for
Building Committee presentations!

For the past several months, Staff and Leadership
of Pekin First UMC have been working through
Church Health material called, “The Unstuck
Church”.
Through this process, we have been
learning lessons about who we are, why we are
here, what are our “stuck” areas, and how to get
“unstuck”! One of the main remedies for us, is to
enter into a consulting agreement with an expert.
So, we have entered into a consulting agreement
with the Unstuck Group! In the near future,
consultants will be with us for worship, and will
meet with a team of people to help us consider
how to move boldly into the future we believe God
has in store for Pekin First UMC. Please be
praying for our church as we prayerfully consider
how our God is calling us boldly forward.

If you have any questions, please ask Lindsay
Bushong, Ralph Heston, Betty Woolard, Barb
Cullen, Carrie Cummings, Nathan Bushong,
Marilyn Everett, Rev. Jim McClarey.
Psalm 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the
house, those who labor, labor in vain.”

Partnering With People
Healthy churches move beyond the walls of the building. I’m asking for many of us here at Pekin First
UMC to band together to love on one of our church families. Our faithful brother in Christ, Dale
LaJanesse is in hospice because of cancer. His faith is SO inspiring to me. He lifts my spirits. (I know,
I’m the pastor, that’s supposed to be my job for him!)
Dale is concerned about graduating to heaven and leaving Janet here on earth, with certain “house
needs.” Therefore, I believe God is calling us to “partner with Dale and Janet”. I hope we will rally
around this couple so eagerly that they are blown away by the love of God pouring into their lives.
On June 8, as many of us as possible, are going to paint their house and garage. It’s a one story
house so you won’t be on ladders (maybe a step stool!). NOT EVERYONE CAN PAINT…. But there
are lots of ways to participate. Maybe you can help provide lunch for workers; or supply water as we
work; refill the paint containers; clean the rollers and brushes; maybe you can volunteer to get the
paint and brushes and rollers to the work site; pray with Dale and Janet; be a cheerleader encouraging the workers… LOTS of ways to be a part of this partnership of sharing the love and grace of God.
Sign up sheets will soon be available. Please pray about participating in some way. LET’S TRULY BE
THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN SUCH A WAY THAT DALE AND JANET WILL BE BLESSED
BY THE MOVEMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THEIR LIVES.

PEKIN FIRST UMC HAS 3 SOFTBALL TEAMS
Watch bulletins for game times. We play on Sunday and Monday evenings. You may not know a
bunch of the players… but what a GREAT opportunity to make relationships with people you may not
otherwise see. Come on out to cheer us onward. Game times will be in Sunday bulletins.
Congratulations to Drake Bushong, Missouri Valley Conference Scholar-Athlete.
The only 3 time All-MVC performer in Bradley Men’s Golf history…
facebook.com/PekinFirst/
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MOVING FROM “IT’S A GOOD IDEA” TO “IT’S TIME!!!!”
How wonderful is it that God provided a van for Pekin First UMC! We’ve
been operating the van for over 3 years now. Each Wednesday and Sunday the van “makes the rounds” to
pick up people so they can participate in serving, ministry, growth, fellowship, and WORSHIP! The van has
also transported people for at least 4 mission trips, and we’ve shared this blessing with our Boy Scout Troop,
and another church. Now we have been given another van, which is handicapped accessible! We are so
thankful to Gretchen Sidell’s Family for their generous donation.
More people are starting to ask for rides, and sometimes the van is full! It’s time to transition this
effort to the status of TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY! Possibly God is calling YOU, yes YOU to step
forward to help lead this important ministry!? Our Children’s Director Kara has been administering and
coordinating, and frankly though she is great at it, we need to free up her energy to direct our Children’s
Ministries! We are blessed to have Kara as our Children’s Ministry Director, she is gifted at it, and it’s best for
the church if we free her to flourish in that area of ministry. We are CONFIDENT that God is calling someone
to offer their gifts and passion to help develop this ministry. After God calls you, please call us! 347-3155.

Thank you from the Outreach Committee
We are grateful for how our church family responds to mission opportunities. As the Outreach Committee we
strive to offer mission and serving ministries which God calls us to support. Thank you for feeding the hungry
as Jesus calls us to do, by bringing in a grocery sack full of “supplies” for families. We team up with the
Township for this ministry and are glad to do so in Jesus’ name.
We are pleased to be forming a great relationship with the teachers and students at Broadmoor, through
Megan England. Our souls were filled recently when Megan brought us a stack of thank you cards from the
students! (Available in the office to see)
The next Outreach Committee meeting will be May 16 at 6pm.

Dear Church Family,
Our hearts are forever changed as we thank each
and every one of you for the love and support you
extended to us during Bill’s/Dad’s/Grandpa’s long
illness and his passing. Thank you for your prayers,
the wonderful meals, the flowers and plants, the
visits and for your kind words every time we were in
your presence. Words cannot express the comfort of
this church family. As we reflect on the months of
struggles and the days to come, we rest knowing we
are surrounded by the love of family and the ties that
bind.
In Christ,
The entire Wrigley family

2019 Pray for the Cure—Thursday,
May 9, 6:30 pm at Salam Lutheran
Church in Peoria.
Red Cross Blood Drive
Pekin First United
Methodist Church
-Dining RoomMay 6 & 16
1:00-6:00pm

FREE Meal
Every One Welcome at

“Feast at First”
May 4, 2019
Serving 11:00-12:30
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Prayer List

May Birthdays:

Please pray for the following persons:

2

Marica Elliot

4

Sharon Harding

Robert Jenkins

Cate Murphy

Curt Jibben

Todd Vansaghi

Claire Schaefer

Lauren Classen

Joyce Woltzen

6

Meara Henneise
7

Christine Dunn
Ryan Nelson
Nicole Probasco

8

27 Holly Cihla

28 Penny Flier
Ronald Sloter
29 Ron Borg
Julie Wilson

Denise Adam Biagini

Area first responders:

Linda & Gregg
Emily Damarin

Police, Fire, Rescue, and
Ambulance

Jim Donahue

*Maria Erdmeir

Tina Jennings

* The Alwood Family

Audrey Miles

* Dylan

Nancy King

* Carl

Josh & Ashlie & family

*Leslie

Janet Kolves

30 Ruth McLeod

*John

Charles McKeown

Yvette

31 Joann Jensen

Tylor M. & family

* Carol Pflederer

Donna Svendsen

*Missie, Le Erin, Brian,
Travis, Wyatt & family,
McKennah, and Rhiannon

Sharon Wabel
12 Kenzie Cihla

Judy Richmond
Steve Vogel

Duane Metzler

Dana S & family

Sharon Broomfield

Scott K.

11 Della Kelly

Joy R

12 Jacob Bachman

Evelyn Wyatt

Jan Elmore

Rick Fisher

Kimberly Hammond

Ashley

Brad Baerwalch

Gregg

Brandon Gebhardt

G.B. & D.B. & Family

Boyd Harmon

Shaun O.

Kevin Lawler

San Ying Bi

Matthew

Travis T

Nate Welch

Donald Rademacker
17 Stanley Herchenroder
Carson Metzler
18 Emma Strange
Matthew Weitzel
19 Tammy McCabe
Eugene Viviano

Frank Westerfield

21 Jared Deputy

Ronda Addison

22 Lillian Rinkenberger

Helen & Family

23 Sharon Fitzjerrells

Sandy Surrel

Paul Lowman
Adam Scholes
25

* Mary J. Conklin– Great
Grand daughter, Sister inlaw, Mary, and her cousins
Husband

Sharon Lowery

26 Jerry Flier
Naomi Harmon
Grace Schaefer
Jack Zaayenga

Warner
Carol, Connie, Joan,
nd Iris
Rick
Steve
Jeff & Tami B & family
Please call the church office, 347-3155, to add or
Remove a name from this list. Thank you.
This list was recently updated.

Military:

* indicates new to the list

