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Mark Your
September
Calendar


Sept 2 Labor Day Office closed



Sept 3 Tuesday morning Bible
study starts



Sept 4 Red Cross Blood Drive



Sept 6-8 Marigold Festival
Weekend events



Sept God’s Gals 1st Fall
Meeting



Sept 15 Snack Pack Packing



Sept 20 Life Line Screenings

.

Back To School

Excitement
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From the desk of Pastor Jim...
What’s happening at our church???
One of the trinkets I grew up with, which always made the move with us, was of a partial
centipede. It wasn’t nearly as long as a true centipede. The caption was, “Please be patient,
God isn’t finished with me yet.” Mom seemed to use that as a constant reminder that we
are all still being developed, and that we aren’t yet what we will be when God has finally
developed us, so be patient with yourself and with others. Loved that! (Look up I John 1:32.
Not a perfect application, but argues the point that we are not yet what we will be…)
I’m thinking the same thing now, in the context of our church. So much has happened, so
much is happening, so much is yet to come. We are not yet what we will be, so please be
patient while God develops us!
In the rearview mirror: New roof, new boiler, new sanctuary air conditioner, newly remodeled Whitfield Hall, many many new windows (over a period of 6 plus years), new staff,
new paint, newly re-commissioned ministry rooms, new van… and much more.
In the windshield: (current happenings) 1) We’re working with a consultant from “The
Unstuck Group” to help us leap into the future with vision, clarity, and passion. What does
this mean? We have identified 3 main areas in which to focus our resources and energy for
the coming months: Children’s Ministries, The Weekend Experience, and Developing a
Culture of Invitation. We are at the moment working through what it means to really focus
in these areas. Watch for more details! 2) Our Building Committee continues to meet. Please
see the note elsewhere in the Messenger for the latest. 3) We continue to provide ministries
of love and service to this community and to this world. We continue to offer 3 worship
experiences. And much more!
Up around a few more curves: (future) 1) We are looking at the entire weekend worship
schedule, and are trying to come up with what will be MOST EFECTIVE FOR REACHING NEW
PEOPLE as we move into the future. 2) The Building Committee report will cause us to look
5, 10, 20, 30 years ahead. 3) There will probably be continued staff developments and
changes. (This is a constant, so don’t be alarmed! Staff is always developing and changing as
the church responds to new realities in the world around us.)

In all things, we are looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. (see Hebrews
12:2) IF IF IF, there are changes we advocate for, they are ALWAYS in response to God’s call
to Pekin First to unite people with the life giving power of Jesus. Thank you for your
patience! God isn’t through with us yet. Your Servant in Christ, Jim
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Family Faith Foundations:
By Heather Robertson

WE SURVIVED AUGUST! As I write this, we are about three
quarters of the way through, but I think we are going to make it
so I will be so bold as to write we survived. I don’t know about
you, but every August I think the whole survival thing is a little
touch and go. Moments are great. Moments are scary. Moments
are loud. Moments are very quiet (because we all need to go
bed early, parents too, am I right?)
I was reminded last night as I weathered the busy of run home after school, get back to Pekin for football
practice, go get dinner while Ryder practiced, pick him up early, drive to Glasford for meet the teacher night,
go all through the school, back to Green Valley and collapse...oh wait, there are still miles to go before we
sleep...but I was reminded that this is a season.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 teaches, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under
heaven.” (New International Version) I need this reminder often. One of my greatest challenges in my faith
walk is truly relying on God’s vision and plans for my story.
What season is your family in right now? A sport season? A new stage of life season? A season of grief and
loss? A season of joy and hope? Maybe all of the above? Some seasons happen to us, but we also get to
choose how to leverage each season. For growth. For faithfulness. For trusting Jesus.
As a family, spend some talking about what this next season will hold for you. Set some seasonal goals.
Watch God unveil before your eyes the incredible plans God has for this season ahead.
To God be the Glory,

Pastor Heather

Seminary Notes:
By Heather Robertson

What an exciting semester is up ahead! I will be taking Rhetorical Criticism of the New Testament and
Theology of Race. I cannot wait to learn from a professor I have already learned from and a new professor.
I will also be doing my second year of field education. I am sure I will have lots to talk about from both of
these courses.
I do not always get the chance to truly explain what an incredible experience seminary has been thus far. I
am reading an incredible book by Reverend Marjorie Weiss called Praying on Empty (thank you again
Pastor Judy!) and it has been incredible to hear her take on seminary compared to local church pastoring.
One is wow and the other is pow. Getting to learn on the job while also learning at seminary has been an
incredible gift. One for which I am endlessly grateful.
Thank you Pekin First for playing such a large part in this giant leap of faith called going to seminary!
Heather

facebook.com/PekinFirst/

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT MISSION TRIP TO PROJECT CURE Four Pekin First UMC members joined 13
other United Methodists in the Illinois River District as we traveled to Denver Colorado to work at Project
CURE. This is a national ministry which collects medical supplies from hospitals and clinics, which they either
don’t or can’t use, sorts them, boxes and packages them, and then sends to countries who may still be dealing with hospitals which have no electricity and still have dirt floors. Truly lives are saved by these supplies
getting to places which often have little or no medical supplies.
Trip participants were: Lenny and Marcia Gray, Randolph Walker, Rev. Jim

Interfaith Connections
The Islamic Foundation of Peoria (823 West Salaam Drive, Peoria) will be hosting an interfaith event on
“Moses Peach Be Upon Him (PBUH) - in the Holy scriptures of Jews, Christians and Muslims “.
It will be held on Sunday the 15th of September from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the community center God Willing.
Dinner will be served. RSVP is preferred but not mandatory. You can RSVP to Dr. Amanullah
at residencyapplicant@yahoo.com.
Speakers will include Rabbi Bryna Milkow from Anshai Emeth Synagogue, Pastor Bill Dohle from St. Paul
Lutheran Church and Imam Mazhar Mahmood from IFP. Please save the date and try to attend this important
“ bridge-building” effort.

Feast@1st

Feast at First was pleased to offer 2 meals to our community in August and both were well attended.
These meals continue to provide a much needed service to many in our community by offering both
food and Christian fellowship. Many thanks to all of the faithful servants in the kitchen and dining
room who make this ministry possible. We were pleased to welcome Sue Mulligan and Loren & Mendy
Payne to the team in August! There is always room for new faces to be involved... this is YOUR invitation!!
Due to Marigold festivities in the parking lot, we will not serve a meal in September so plan ahead to join us
October 5th, serving 11:00 - 12:30. Also please spread the word to anyone you know who might benefit
from the meal. If you need more information please contact Denise Hocker (309)349-5032 or Kathy Simpson (309)267-3582.

facebook.com/PekinFirst/

Pekin First News…..

Prayer for Our Educators

September 15th, 2019 Snack Packing will start
immediately after 2nd Service

Bible Sunday
GREAT OPPORTUNITY MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN
CHILDREN’S LIVES!!
With the new school year comes another season of Snack
Pack! If you are interested in serving on the Snack Pack
Delivery Team, please complete this flyer and drop it in the
collection plate or leave it at the church office.
We deliver weekly during the school year and you can sign
up as little or as much as you feel led. Please arrive at the
school around 11:50 am and we are usually finished before
1:00 pm. There are the occasional days when the classes
have indoor recess in their rooms. On those days, we tend
to be there a little longer as we are not allowed in the rooms
while the children are there.
The physical requirements are bending or kneeling and
lifting. We schedule 2 people each week so you will not be
working alone. Deliveries are usually on Friday but,
depending on the school calendar, there is an occasional
Thursday or Wednesday.
Thank you for considering helping. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Debbie Helmick
at 309.253.4946 or 1012deborah@gmail.com.

Yes, I want to serve on the Snack Pack Delivery Team
Name: ______________________________
Email:_______________________________
Phone Number: _______________________
(Circle One: Landline or Text)
facebook.com/PekinFirst/

Congratulations to our kids who received
Bibles today! God loves you, and so does your
church family! I look forward to digging in to
the Bible with you and watching your faith
journeys in action!

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE CAMPAIGN
We are 15 months into our 24 month capital campaign to accomplish one of the 5 visions which God gave us
through the voices of the church family, to “take care of the facilities God has given us. Our goal was to raise
$500,000 which would allow us to do just that! With 9 months to go, we have raised over $300,000! We have
a new roof, new boiler, new sanctuary air conditioner, new Whitfield Hall (remodeled), we’ve started on remodeling the dining room, several other smaller projects, all paid for, AND we have approximately $140,000
in the Building For the Future Account! This will all be used for the Par king Lot and for the Dining
Room, and for several other smaller ticket items. We are thankful to be in this position, but we’ll need continued generosity to get it all done. (In other words, what is in the bank won’t yet carry us all the way.) Thank
you for your generosity. This is IN ADDITION to the many ways we ser ve in our community and
around the world.

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Building Committee has spent many hours asking for God’s inspiration and wisdom on how to BEST plan
for ministries to Children and Youth, Music, Missions, and Prayer in our CURRENT building. We have also been
considering what future additions are needed to provide for ministry in the coming decades. It’s proving to be
quite a challenge. We are at the point of sharing with staff and church leadership our current ideas. After that
we’ll finalize our plan and get it ready for the entire church family! We are looking at several creative changes
in order to enhance our ministries to children and youth, to significantly enhance our music ministry facilities,
and to provide for a dedicated chapel.

Please remember that in the United Methodist Church, local churches are required to bring plans to either a
“Church Conference” or a “Charge Conference” for vote. A Church Conference is when all members have a
vote. A Charge Conference is when elected church official have a vote. When we present the Building Committee report FOR VOTE, it will be at a CHURCH CONFERENCE. (We’ll hold informational meetings in advance
of the vote.)

As always, please feel free to contact anyone on the Building Committee. Lindsay Bushong (Chair), Ralph
Heston, Carrie Cummings , Marilyn Everett , Betty Woolard , Barb Cullen , Rev. Jim

WHAT ABOUT OUR PARKING LOT?
Our Trustees are at the point of putting finishing touches on our parking lot plan. The “interesting” dimensions
of our lot, coupled with the sharing of part of it with the Park District, and adding our desires for future additions to the church building, are causing us to need to be very creative in how we approach the re-doing of our
lot. We will very soon have final prices in hand, and we will be ready to share with everyone how we plan to
move ahead!
IN THE MEANTIME: If you need rocks, FEEL FREE to bring buckets or a pickup truck, or whatever… and load up
on rocks from our Islands. There are plenty. Our guys will save what we need, and we believe there will still be
plenty left for YOU TO USE FOR LANDSCAPING!

Upcoming Events...
Attention: God’s Gals
Mark your calendars for Monday, September 9, 2019
for the Illinois river District Fall Celebration!!!
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: No later than Friday, September 6, 2019
Registration: 8:30am
Breakfast: 8:30am
Lunch Fee: $10.00– Ask Judy about form to send in.
Place: Crossroads UMC, 1403 Main St., Washington, IL 61571
Program: Rev. Mary Kathryn Pearce
Theme: Celebrating our 150th Anniversary & visiting special guests
Questions: Call Judy Richmond 346-4490
Items to bring for Cunningham Children’s Home: Adult size
Toothbrushes (soft bristles preferred), Walmart, McDonald’s or
Amazon gift cards and Box Tops for education.
Items to bring for Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House:
Shampoo, Deodorant (men and women) , and petroleum jelly.

God’s Gals 1st Fall meeting is on

Tuesday Morning, Bible study will resume

Tuesday, September 10, 2019
in the Chapel. Program: Linda Danz & Pastor
Jim “Our Conference Our Kids”

Tuesday, September 3, 2019. We will do a video the
1st hour then discuss the topics the 2nd hour.
Bring your Bible’s. It will be a study of Acts, by Louie
Giglio. If you have any questions please contact
Brenda Sanders 642-7723

GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE!
Thank you for the INCREDIBLE response to our "Partnering With People" event in June. Over
70 of us were involved in painting Dale and Janet LaJanesse' house and garage. Dale is in
hospice and wants to leave the property in good shape for Janet as he moves toward his
eternal home in heaven.
At the time, we were very concerned about the condition of the garage. Now, some of us
have decided to do something about it! We're going to put siding on the garage. Dave Davis
is spearheading this effort. If you'd like to help in any way, contact Dave at 309-264-6916.
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Upcoming Events...
SHHHH… Surprise for Dean Reidlinger

“Shhhhh.. it’s a surprise! Dean Riedlinger is
celebrating his 80th year with us this
year! Can you believe it? This is a very special
event for any member! Please join us on
Sunday, September 29th at 9:30am,
downstairs in Whitfield Hall as we
celebrate his life of Faith! Cake and beverages will be provided. If you have any
memories of working at church with him please write them down and get them to
the church office. (email or hard copy)

Thank you from Neighborhood House
We sincerely appreciate your hospitality over
the previous few months. Your generosity
helped us to continue
feeding Seniors in Pekin. You were all so
patient
and kind and it will not be forgotten.
Thanks
Brent
Neighborhood House

THANK YOU SOFTBALL PLAYERS!
None of our 3 teams brought home
hardware this summer, but all three
teams had good years. Softball provides
a doorway into faith for people who may
not yet be experiencing lives of faith.
Let’s be praying about next year… Thank
you for your support.
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September Prayer List- Please pray for the Following Persons:
Denise & Adam Biagini
Linda & Gregg
Emily Damarin
Jim Donahue
Tina Jennings
Audrey Miles
Nancy King
Josh & Ashlie & family
Tylor M. & family
Dana S & family
Scott K.
Joy R
Evelyn Wyatt
Rick Fisher
Ashley
Gregg
G.B. & D.B. & Family
Shaun O.
San Ying Bi
Travis T
Frank Westerfield
Ronda Addison
Helen & Family
Sandy Surrel
Warner
Carol, Connie, Joan, and Iris
Rick
Steve
Maria Erdmeir
The Alwood Family
Dylan
Carl
Leslie
John
Pat Burdett
Carol Pflederer
Missie O. & family

Mary J. Conkling’s Great Grand daughter, Sister inlaw, Mary, and her cousin’s husband
Sarah L.
Murray
John Drummer
Scott Wilson
Brando Clor
Shonna Beuscher
Stephen Brown
Kurtis Bowling
Tami & Jeff B.& Family
Shara Breedwell
Logan P.
*Kevin, Joey, and Josiah
*Nathan Hays
*Max Rahtmel
*Colsen Burns
*Herb Conkling
Military:
Brad Baerwalch
Brandon Gebhardt
Boyd Harmon
Kevin Lawler
Matthew
Nate Welch
Taryn Steiger
Bobbie D.

*indicates new to the list

We will be updating this prayer list next month. Please call the church office if you have a name to include
on the list, 347-3155.
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September Birthdays
1

Robert Henneise

2

Jeffrey Jensen,

3

Betty Woolard

15

Brianna Benassi
Mitchell McCafferty
Betty Wrigley

Samantha Wright
Darlene Thompson
4

16

Wayne Rowe
Greg Scoles

Margaret Alexander
Charles Bowen

18

Scott Hudson

Ward Musgrave
7

Cynthia McKeown

8

Cathleen Key

9

Carol Burlingame

Jennifer Weitzel
19
20

Evan Mumbleau
21

Carrie Jones

22

Timothy Jans
Larry Woltzen

Dylan Feaster
Clarabelle Willock
11 Samuel Dunn
Sharon Messmore
12 Leeah Booth
Timothy Bussone
Ryan Clark
Megan Ferguson

McGinnis April
Reid Willimina
Kathyrn Steingraber
13

Landen Bell

14

Barbara Maxwell

Daniel Fahnders
Jared James

Jody VanOrder

10 Armande Basso

Aria Scarcliff
Michelle Norris

Hannah Rademaker
Adam Anderson

James Boyd

Deborah Helmick

Suzi Greer
Mable Trueblood

Breanna Bardwell
Lillian Germain

Marcia Richardson
Michael James

5

James Funk

23

Dorothy Alexander
Sean Delahunt
Melody Willock

24 Alan Graden
25 Logan Pescaglia
26 Brett Moehring
27 Joanna Holly
29 Max Rittenhouse
30 Laura Bowen
James Rinkenberger
Julienna Robertson
Sharon Rose

Benjamin Mickle
Bobbi Prather
Robert Starrett
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