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Mark Your October
Calendar
October 2 Financial Peace
University
October 2 Kid’s Launch Party
October 2 New Bible Studies
.

Oct 5 Feast @First
Oct 6 & 20 Break Through
October 13 Snack Pack Packing
October 14 Men’s Club Meeting
October 17 Red Cross Blood
Drive
October 19 Men’s Club Pancake/
Sausage breakfast
October 25-26 Shine Like Stars
Kids Camp
October 27 Church Conference
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim...
By Jim McClarey
“We keep hearing about “Unstuck”. But what is it?”
Unstuck is a journey we are working on, which we believe will result in Pekin First UMC…
- again becoming a place where people unite with Jesus as Lord,
- again becoming a place where Jesus followers are eager to share life in Christ with others,
- again becoming a movement through which lives are changed
- again becoming a movement which helps lead community transformation!
We are working with “The Unstuck Group”, which exists to help churches regain healthy vision and effective
practices.
Why do we need this “Unstuck” effort? Well, because we are stuck. We are busy doing lots of things, but our
busy-ness is not resulting in new people coming to Christ. As we’ve been saying… We exist to unite EVERY
ONE with the life-giving power of Jesus. “Unstuck” efforts are our way of living into this purpose. Currently,
we aren’t growing, we aren’t reaching new people for Jesus. “Unstuck” is our way of getting back to the
basics of what it means to be a church of Jesus Christ! A church which is vibrant, serving, giving, excited,
joyous, going OUT to love and serve, and results in many people WANTING to unite with Jesus through Pekin
First!
Through our “Unstuck” consultant, we have identified 3 major growth engines which we need to focus on at
this time: Children’s Ministries, The Weekend Experience, and Culture of Invitation.

Children’s Ministries: Pekin First needs to focus on and invest in Children’s Ministries which are
safe, energetic, attractive to children and their parents. We are currently working on transforming our spaces
which we use for Children’s ministries. Our Director of Children and Family Ministries, Emmy Thies, has been
working with the Unstuck Team and with the Trustees to put forth a vision in which all our children’s
ministries are on the same level, are safe and secure, and are exciting to both children and their parents. The
Trustees just approved this vision, and you’ll be seeing developments very soon!
The Weekend Experience: We realize that the world has changed. In order to reach people with
the Good News of Jesus, we need to learn to “speak the language” of the people. It used to be that we could
invite the people to come into church and learn to speak “church”. That ship has sailed. In order to reach
new people with the love of Jesus, we need to design our worship experiences with the people in mind who
we feel called to reach! A team of people is now working on learning how to do just that.

Culture of Invitation: We are very busy doing very good things to serve people. But we are not
doing well at inviting. (Generally speaking. THANK YOU to those of you who are inviting others! You are a
blessing. Unfortunately you are also the exception rather than the rule.) We have a team of people who are
looking at how we can again become a body of people who are eager to share with others the LIFE-GIVING
POWER OF JESUS we experience here at Pekin First.
During this fall we’ll all be seeing and hearing more about how we are looking forward to being UNSTUCK, or
maybe better – looking forward to becoming an exciting, vibrant, energetic, joyous movement for our
Lord! Stay tuned… and thank you for your patience. Rev. Jim
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Family Faith Foundations: Insecurities
By Heather Robertson

God has been revealing a lot to me in this season about the power of insecurity. The
sentence seems ironic in many ways. How can insecurity have power? Quite simply,
insecurity gains power when I grant it.
Connecting and relating with others is the place where our faith is most needed. Trusting
others is not an easy yes. Especially if we have any kind of foundational trauma or hurt.
People pleasing and trying to prove we are who others want us to be, no matter the cost, is
a very natural response but less than authentic.
What does it look like to encourage our family and church family to be who God created
them to be? I was blessed this past month to join my mom on an adventure to Waco, TX,
home to Magnolia Farms made famous by Chip and Joanna Gaines. On the cover of one of
their recent journals was the headline, “The World Needs Who You Were Made to Be.” The
world does not need us to be someone we were never meant to be, but the world does
need who God created us to be. How do we encourage such being in a world of doing?
Here are three steps I think can help us get started. Let’s try it out together and check back
in at the end of the month.
1. Slow down. Busy is the enemy of authenticity. Take a day off from the crazy and allow
your heart to hear who you are when you are not running.
2. Gather around tables. Share a meal. Ask questions and listen to the whole answer.
3. Prayerfully ask God daily to show you who you are meant to be.
Lord, we want to experience the fullness of life you promise is available. To do this, we
realize we need to be who we are meant to be and for the ones we love (every one) to
experience this fullness, we also ask for you to reveal who you intend each person to be.
Help us to lean into you, more than the busy, to reveal this truth. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
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You can securely give your tithe online. Go to the Pekin
UMC website www.pekinfirst.org and click on give or call
the church office 309.347.3155.

CALLING ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND GRANDPARENTS
The membership committee will again be sending out college care packs. The first set of care packs will be
delivered the first of December. The most important thing is that we have correct names, address, and
phone numbers! Please give this information to the church office as soon as possible. Thank you!

CHURCH CONFERENCE OCTOBER 27, 6:30PM
Annually, all United Methodist Churches hold a business meeting and the District Superintendent presides.
At this meeting we elect officers and set the budget for the coming year. Most often, these meetings are
called “Charge Conferences”. At a Charge Conference, everyone has voice; elected officials vote.

Sometimes the meeting is called as a “Church Conference.” At a Church Conference, everyone has voice, and
all members of the church have a vote.
Our annual meeting this year is called as a “CHURCH CONFERENCE”. We are encouraging all church members
to attend. We have many “irons in the fire”, many “possibilities”, many “developments” on the horizon, and
so we feel that this is a great time to invite the entire church family to participate. At this meeting, we’ll elect
officers and set the budget… but we’ll also bring everyone up to date on what’s been happening with our
BUILDING COMMITTEE, the latest regarding BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN, and we’ll share
some new exciting visions for our ministries. Hope to see YOU here!

GRADUATES TO HEAVEN
We recently honored the life of Virginia “Pat” Burdette as she has graduated to heaven. Hebrews 12:1
Pat’s daughter Connie Ercovitch is also a long time member at Pekin First and still attends our Saturday evening
worship experience. Others who have also graduated to heaven are Robert "Bob" Jenkins, Eleanor French, and
Mable Trueblood.
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CELEBRATION OF 80 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP!
We hope everyone can attend during the weekend of September 28 and 29. This is when we’ll
be celebrating membership, and as an extremely rare treat we’ll be celebrating 80 years of
active membership by Dean Reidlinger. Dean is a great example of what it means to live as a
follower of Jesus. THIS IS A SURPRISE TO DEAN…
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
June 2018 – May 2020 Goal: $500,000
We have received OVER $300,000 for Building for the Future! Thank you for your generosity. Thanks to the
guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and thanks to your generosity, through our Building for the
Future campaign we now have………………….


A new roof



A new boiler



A new sanctuary air conditioner



A newly remodeled Whitfield Hall



Several much smaller updates have been accomplished.
ALL PAID FOR!
Still to come: Resurfaced Parking Lot, Remodeled Dining Room.

To donate to Building For The Future: See Note about on-line giving, or make check payable to First UMC
with Building For The Future on the memo line.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Our Nominating Committee met recently. We have prayed hard about who God is “tapping on the shoulder”
to serve in leadership at Pekin First UMC. During the next week to ten days, the Nominating Committee
may be calling you to ask if you’d prayerfully consider serving in the leadership of our church. We hope
you’ll pray about it, and then say YES!

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
We’ve been saying it for quite some time… “We’re close to being able to share with the church family!” And
now…. “We are close to being able to share with the church family!” We’ve huddled with the staff regarding
our plan, we’re meeting again very soon, and after the meeting we hope to be able to begin inviting people to
Information Gatherings to share the vision. Stay tuned for lots more information.
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Pastor Heather Goes to Seminary
My Topics in Theology course is off to an amazing start. We read a novel this past week called The House
Behind the Cedars by Charles Chestnutt. Written in the early 1900s, this novel considers the perspectives of
many people living in the South after the end of slavery, as they try to reimagine how they view people of
color. This is especially complicated for a brother and sister, who appear to be white, but have a black
mother. Raising questions of the social construction of race and how we deconstruct something which has
had an unfathomable impact on the lives of so many requires deep consideration. How do we view our
fellow humans? How do we hear stories without denying or diminishing, yet searching for a way forward?
Jesus, light the way. I look forward to sharing more about this amazing course and my Topics in New
Testament course as well.

Did you know if you subscribe to our YouTube channel you will get email notifications every time a new
video is posted? What a great way to stay connected! On YouTube, search for Pekin First United Methodist.
When you click on it, the page will pop up and you hit subscribe. You will have to sign in to YouTube to be a
subscriber. Be sure to like and share so more people can join in watching as we unite every one with the
life-giving power of Jesus.
Thanks Heather

OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS
We were pleased to hear from our great friend and former Interim Pastor, Dr. Keith Zimmerman who shared
an inspiring message with us during United Methodist Women’s weekend. Dr. Zimmerman spoke of the
Conference Finance Campaign to raise funds for endowing chaplaincies at 5 Methodist agencies in Illinois
who work with at risk children.
To date, Pekin First has donated over $12,000 to OCOK! Thank you for your generosity. As Dick Ross and
now Rev. Zimmerman have been saying, “These are OUR kids!”

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND HELPS PEOPLE IN NEED
For many years, our church has operated a special fund named “Good Samaritan Fund”. With this money,
we are able to respond to requests for help from people in our community. Our Administrative Assistant
Jarilyn Thomas administrates this fund. Side note: It is heartwarming to listen to Jarilyn interact with the
numerous phone calls and visits from people requesting help. She treats everyone as a child of God, offers
grace in her communication, often prays with and for people, and will often let them know of spiritual life
opportunities through Pekin First!
We have fielded more calls than ever this year and we have been able to help 49 families. Though we try to
spread out our use of this account so it lasts all year, we have unfortunately depleted the Good Samaritan
Fund. If this is a ministry you would support, please send donations to: Pekin First, with “Good Samaritan
Fund” on the memo line.
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Pekin First UMC NEWS…..
EXCITING NEW WAY TO HAVE
YOUR BOX TOPS COUNT
-Easier way to donate

The Snack Pack Ministry would like to thank everyone
who has served on the Delivery Team for the past 4
years. Thank you for your commitment.
Beginning with this school year, for privacy reasons,
Dirksen School will be handing out the snack packs
themselves. However, our Snack Pack Ministry
continues. We still need your help and support.
Please support Snack Pack Ministry financially or by
showing up on “Packing Day.” Have fun. Meet new
friends. Pray over the snack packs. Watch the
bulletin for future packing dates.

-Download App (Box Tops for Education) on your
smart phone
-Enter school that you want to get credit for– Which is
Gerber School at Cunningham
-Take a picture of grocery receipt with the Box Tops
App. If you list is long you may need to take 2 pictures.
The app will tell you how many points you
donated
Thank you, If you have any questions ask your kids or
Connie Dean.
NOTE: We are still collecting Box Tops from the
containers (the old fashioned way). Cunningham is no
longer collecting aluminum pulls from soda cans.

Needed items this month: Ravioli/Spaghetti O’s/
Spaghetti and Fruit cups

Summer is Over.. Time for Hoodies
FEAST @1st- Matthew 25:35 For I was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, …….40 ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.

There is always room for new faces to serve in the
Feast at First ministry... this is YOUR invitation!! The
next meal will be Saturday, October 5th, serving
11:00 - 12:30. Come help prepare the food, serve
the meal, or help with clean-up. Come be blessed by
being a blessing!

FUMC Outreach/Missions Team is partnering with
Broadmoor Jr. High to collect gently used or new
Hoodies for the Jr. High students’ clothes closet.
Many students are not able to buy hoodies and we
at FUMC would love to show God’s love for them
by having hoodies available for them to have.

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR WILLINGNESS
TO HELP SHOW THEM SPECIAL LOVE!!
There will be containers at each entrance for the
collection during the month of October.
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GOD’S GALS NEWS…...

MEN’S CLUB NEWS….

God’s Gals is collecting layette items or donations
at their October 8th meeting for Church Women
United’s (CWU).
Layette items include:
 2 Onesies, 2 sleepers Medium weight, 1 heavy
weight sleeper, 2 receiving blankets, 1 crib
blanket, and 1 dozen diapers.
New and gently used items may be places in
the CWU container by the elevator entrance.
These
layettes will be distributed to CCO, Pregnancy
Resource Center, Salvation Army, and
Prevention of Abuse after the CWU October 11th
meeting.
If you have any questions please contact
Connie Dean (309) 348-3003.

UM Men’s Club Pancake/Sausage
Breakfast Saturday, October 19th 7:00 - 11:00
a.m. Donations appreciated. Proceeds will
fund Men’s Club ministries.



Calling All Men: Monday, October 14, at
6p.m and will meet on the 2nd Monday of
EVERY month.

P.S. We are also collecting lap robes for local
nursing homes.

Thank you for giving to the Lord through Pekin First UMC! Giving online is now available for
your convenience. Go to www.pekinfirst.org click on GIVE and follow the instructions.
3rd quarter giving reports will be in the mail soon. If you have questions or concerns about
your report please call Kathy at the church office, 347-3155.
19 More Stories Needed For the Advent Devotional—Promises of Peace
Even if you contributed to the God Sightings Devotional, please consider sharing a different story for the
Advent Devotional. The theme is different: How has Jesus helped you through difficult times—such as illnesses, relationship troubles, financial challenges, loss of jobs, shattered marriages, dealing with rebellious
and wayward children, or feelings of loneliness? Please share the details of your situation and how you
achieved peace. The deadline for typed or handwritten contributions of 300 words or less is October 18.
Accepted contributions will be edited for style and returned to you for approval before publishing. You can
be anonymous. (Writing assistance is available. Sylvia would be happy to listen to your story and write it up
for you.) Contact co-editors Sue Hurd (309-353-2277; sdmhurd@gmail.com) or Sylvia Heidemann
(815-713-8669; heidemann7@gmail.com) to submit copy or ask questions. Copy may also be dropped off
at the church office for the editors. Five people have already contributed. Join them! We need 24 stories.
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YOUTH NEWS….

Learning, living, and growing
in the word!

Last months paint war fun
with Breakthrough youth!
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Pekin First Kids NEWS….

Shine Like The Stars
Attention families with children in K to 5th grade! Pekin First is offering a unique experience
to connect kids and their parents closer to God, while learning what it means to SHINE for
others to see! Through games, Bible lessons, star-gazing, and music, we will explore God’s
word and His plan for our lives.
Parents, you are encouraged to attend camp with your child(ren), AND siblings of any age are
invited as well! This will be a great opportunity to learn together and build your children’s
faith, by also allowing them to see your faith in action.
Arrival time: 5:30 p.m. October 25th. Departure time: 11:00 a.m. October 26.
@ Soldwedel Program Center
If you have any questions about camp, please contact Emmy Thies at 309-267-0595.
If you would like to volunteer or donate items for camp, please contact Emmy!
Camp is FREE! Please join us, we want as many SHINING faces present as possible!!
**If your child would like to attend and you are unable to attend, please contact Emmy and
she will pair your child with a family that includes an adult.**
BONUS: The first 20 families to register, by October 11th, will receive a gift.
Registration forms will go home with children from Children’s Church or contact Emmy and
she can email the registration form to you.

Let your light SHINE before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16
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Pekin First Kids NEWS….Continued
LAUNCH PARTY ~ October 2nd
Kids in K-5th grade are invited to have a fun night getting to know one another and
playing games!
5:30 Meal & 6:00-7:00 Let the fun begin
~~~~~~

Pekin First is re-launching Wednesday night programs, and we are excited to debut a new
interactive learning style for K-5th graders!
Each month, we will learn a Bible story by approaching it in different directions:

READ IT, CREATE IT, ACT IT, and PUBLISH IT!









On Read It night, kids should expect to start off with a fast-paced game and then settle in
to read the story and discuss it.
Create It night will allow the kids to create art based upon the story, from painting to
creating comic strips, from building backdrops to imagining Roblox-like avatars.
Act It night gives the kids the chance to write and perform skits, dress up like the Bible
heroes, and sing and dance.
On Publish It night, we bring it all together – record the play they wrote, print the comic
strip, or even video a stop-motion animation. These kid-developed Bible stories can
then be shared with the whole church family.

We look forward to understanding the Bible better together, through this new approach!
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Wednesday Night’s at First Opportunities and Studies...

Blood Drive Name

Pekin First OFFERS
Financial Peace University
Change your life NOW! 9 week
course begins Wednesday Oct 2, 2019.
6-7:30pm. Childcare provided upon
request.

Pekin First United Methodist

Church
Dining Room
1315 Court Street Pekin, IL
October 17, 2019
1:00am – 6:00pm

Sign up at www.fpu.com/1099223
We believe in this teaching so much we are
offering 50% scholarships.

NEW BIBLE STUDIES!
It’s a GREAT time to jump into a bible study group. NEW ON OCTOBER 2nd – “Jesus In the Gospels”

9:15am – at church
6:00pm - at church
We are followers of Jesus. Jesus is our leader, our LORD. In this 9 week bible study we’ll explore how
Jesus touched people’s lives, because Jesus is still touching people’s lives today
THROUGH HIS FOLLOWERS!!!

October Prayer List- Please pray for the Following Persons:
Denise & Adam Biagini
Linda & Gregg
Emily Damarin
Jim Donahue
Tina Jennings
Audrey Miles
Nancy King
Josh & Ashlie & family
Tylor M. & family
Dana S & family
Scott K.
Joy R
Evelyn Wyatt
Rick Fisher
Ashley
Gregg
G.B. & D.B. & Family
Shaun O.
San Ying Bi
Travis T
Frank Westerfield
Ronda Addison
Helen & Family
Sandy Surrel
Warner
Carol, Connie, Joan, and Iris
Rick
Steve
Maria Erdmeir
The Alwood Family
Dylan
Carl
Leslie
John
Missie O. & family

Mary J. Conkling’s Great Grand daughter, Sister inlaw, Mary, and her cousin’s husband
Sarah L.
John Drummer
Scott Wilson
Brando Clor
Shonna Beuscher
Stephen Brown
Kurtis Bowling
Tami & Jeff B.& Family
Shara Breedwell
Logan P.
Kevin, Joey, and Josiah
*Nathan Hays
*Max Rahtmel
*Colsen Burns
*Herb Conkling
*Bobby & family
*James
*Louan Hasler
*Rocky DeWitt
*Logan D.
Military:
Brad Baerwalch
Brandon Gebhardt
Boyd Harmon
Kevin Lawler
Matthew
Nate Welch
Taryn Steiger
Bobbie D.

*indicates new to the list

We will be updating this prayer list next month. Please call the church office if you have a name to include
on the list, 347-3155.
facebook.com/PekinFirst/

October Birthdays
1
3

Cristina Henneise

17 Evelyn Henneise

Chris Kuethe

Jessy McCabe

Judy Fletcher

Matthew Weaver

Brady Grashoff

18 Tyler Bachman

Louise Hayes
Nellie Klokkenga

4

Benjamin Ganion
19 Christopher Berg

Ashley Nelson

Kevin Cole

Nicole Sloter

Emily Shehorn

Sherry Woodward

20

Kandis Clem

Ian Feaster

21

Mary Allen

Ava Rittenhouse
Mark Wabel
5

7
8

22 Hannah Richardson

Carrie Cummings

James Ruth

Shelby Davidson

Karen Walton

Heather Garcia
6

Kathleen Wallace

23 Rev. Jim McClarey

Margaret Musgrave

Jacob Vansaghi

Joan Stedman

24

Jason Bolen

Bill Williamson

25

Joyce Bush

Ryan Wrigley

Cynthia Janssen

Collin McCabe

Lillie Shaw

Audrey Miles

26 Mike Bush

Phyllis Drake

Ron Doyle

Donna Larson

Lucas Leitner

Ryan Shehorn

27 Bella Baughman

9

Johnathan Hasler

Peggy Jans

10

Nathan Bushong

Grace Jones

Dean Riedlinger

Violet Jones

11

Jason Bachman

12

Sally Markum

Lisa Hartman

13

Monica Jibben

Kyle Myers

McKenzie Schindler

Dorean Seitz

14

Darcie Deverman

28 Chris Allen

29 William Church

Dave Wockley
15

17

Elizabeth Church

Bailey Tibbetts
30

Cindy Bratcher

Jeffery Meyer

Verla Zimmerman

Joyce Brown

Victoria Dooley

Kelly Bushong

31 Duretta Greer

Carol Gebhardt
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